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February 7, 2023 

Committee on Children 

 

SB 929, An Act Expanding School Meal Programs to Provide Free School Meals to All Students 

Senator Maher, Representative Linehan and members of the Committee on Children, my name is 

Randall Mel, Jr. and I am the Food and Nutrition Manager for Middletown Public Schools  and I 

am here today to speak on SB 929 An Act Expanding School Meal Programs to Provide Free 

School Meals to All Students. 

 

I support this legislation because as a Child Nutrition Director in my now second district, 

I have seen firsthand the impact that transitioning to a full district Community Eligibility 

Program has made to our district as it relates to our student population. Middletown Public 

Schools made the courageous decision to transition to full district CEP in this current school 

year, even though we are not at the 100% claiming rate. We have maintained and increased our 

meal participation rates for our students and have seen a reduction in those who claim food 

insecurity, especially amongst the children in our community because of these efforts. I am 

connected to a variety of other Child Nutrition Directors who have lost the funding to continue 

free meal programs who have relayed that the children are already suffering because of the return 

to a paid meal program. In so many of these districts, Child Nutrition Directors are seeing so 

many of their free/reduced students also reduce the number of meals they are taking at school 

because they feel ashamed in doing so because of their socio-economic status. 

 

School meals have becoming and are continuing to remain as the healthiest meals that many 

students across the state receive every day. Child Nutrition programs have been working 

tirelessly to support a healthy and sustainable learning environment where students are able to 

learn and not feel there is any stigma between them and nutritious foods.  

 

I urge you to pass legislation to feed our kids in school. They need it and we need it. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Randall Mel  

 

 


